< he nise & F’]t/
of Polytechnlc High School

ANow only the memories and the wri

PART 2: AThe Death of a Great
Poly surged into the sixties with high hopes, but shortsighted cityecommended that the United School District and the Board of
and school district policies failed to cope with the upheavalsdtd ucat i on fiel i minate the opti ol
that decade. Poly fell into a tailspin, from which she neverreco ack. 06 The Teachers Union thr
ered. tions Alf racial bal ance is no
man maintained, AThe school di
I n the | ate 506s, the Redevel opment Agency began demol i sh

thousands of housing units in the Western Addition. UprootedPoly teachers then presented a list of their demands to the school
black families moved into the Haight Ashbury and the Irish  district;
Catholic establishment fled to suburbia. The Haight becamethdd é Tr oubl emaker s and nonst ude
Cityéds first thoroughly intpugrated neighborhood and, by 1
Pol y6s student body was 25% dbléac&Ghande wedHodli ghho BScdhearoil e snot
to Eucalyptus Drive in 1962 so Poly was the last publichigh 3 é Establish a full academic
school in the neighborhood.) 4 é Reduce class size.
5 é Increase security.

Initially, Principal Ivor Calloway :
found the new diversity at Poly che R : 2 _ While researching the "66 and "67
l enging. Accor di POMECthS';'gh Selop) {1\ Poly Journals, Greg Garr also no-
Dean and Principal Paul Lucey, 4 ticed another glaring problem. Poly
Al vor couldnét had only one black faculty member
in the morning. « & While the student body was 60%

black.

But on May 30, 1963, racist slogar
were found post«
boards fusing an explosive situatio
The signs read:
White Rule! o, A
Africal o, and
The Rest Roomo
black girls confessed to the prank . g
and wer e arrest

ri ot. o

On December 1, 1966, Superinten-
8 dent Harold Spears promised to end
the Aoption systemo
i | start of the spring semester. Frantic-
i | ally, white parents shifted their kids

I to over crowded Lincoln.
On March 17, 1967, Poly students
rioted at Playl and.
teenagers | eaving P

Principal Calloway claimed the act ing party went on a
was a result of ; ®®t he Examiner. AThey
Birmingham. d AThe tension nhas Dbeen eral concessions, stole more than 100
terrific, but | bel i eve it 6 stuffedardmals,broke widdows worth $1300, and escaped with

I

iquor from a nearby food mar k.

Politically influential white parents, afraid to send their kids to
Poly, convinced the Board of Education to establish a specialln the school newspaper, The Poly Parrot, student body advisor,
Afoption system. o0 Student s r BlissiRdiZ, degounges thevime pressRhe kchiool reCeoved dram thike
Kirkham, and Golden Gate Park, were granted the optionto Hear st newspapers: fAUnfair sl al
choose Lincoln or Poly. Black families east of Polyhadnooper age are responsible for the
tion. Within three years, Polyds enroll ment declined from
1700 and became predominantly black. Kate Northcott went against the grain by transferring from

el itisto Lowel-l16T7o0éafiPeinyg Wwas$
Tommy S., who still lived in the Haight in Sept 1984, remem- neighborhood school and | wanted to go to school with blacks. |
bered hisalmamaterin 656 6 . Al t was hi plovédahe flekibility ankl freledord studénts eerived at Poly. There
all over the City to hang out at Poly “cause it was a black scheas room for me to be rebellious at Poly and that was not the
0.J. Simpson came over from Galileo. Kids cut their first periathse at Lowell. There was a small group of liberal white kids
class to smoke cigarettes a (higpiedypes) widodookupbesy, \ariting, ral larhctassesotreen weS |
performed at Poly when he waussched tbhahg oa ondHaightStreetK HO@rhe .waduld notice.

Through Poly was a gloomy, gloomy place, | never felt held back
On November 2, 1966, the Haight Ashbury Neighborhood Coonr i n any danger . 0



Paul Lucey, temporary principal at Poly in early 1968, told Gr&yring the summer break of 1969, Principal Brooks quit. An-

Gaar , iThe stress and str ai geredatdowniogn adrimssators donigneringrstudent demandsm o
Mr. Lucey by the way, was a Marine fighter pilot duringthe KBr ooks concl uded fiOne candt t e
rean War. AEducation at Polgocnef $8i swasnbafgfated. by FIl owe

Power and Black Power. The drug scene was totally out of con-

trol and no white princi pal Bydaeu968d, Pdiyavase0% biack drid erdolinteht eas unoldy . 0
1000. Gangs charged to use the restrooms and the school district
encouraged transfers to other schools.

David Haight, coincidentally related to Governor Henry Huntley
Haight, joined the faculty in November 1969 and ran the elec-
tronics | ab. AWithin six month:
ment was stolen. This kid pulled a gun on me in class and asked,
O0Howdd you I|like to died?0 We s,
mi nutes and shook hands. The f
student.

Senior Bench, Spring 1955

fi

Nat hani al Brooks became San Francisc S r
6 8. A

o}
when he took Polyds helm on May 22, 1
on October 23, 1968 at the corner of Fredrick and Willard when
an exstudent was shot and severely wounded by two Poly kids
over Adrugs or a gambling debt. 06 The same day, instructor
Over was attacked by a student during drama class. .
These incidents were the straw that SHOPRENFKIPI 3 mel 6s bac
Twenty teachers wrote a letter to the Board of Education listifgl t was di fficult for a white |
Pol yés probl ems: students, 0 explained Mr. Hai gh-

* A survey shows one third of the students regularly take the kids some coffee money generated some respect. But the

drugs on campus and Park Emergency treats five students daityess at Poly ruined my health and my career.

o} st black prin
9 1 hell broke

for drugs. Problems continued to plague the school in the seventies. In
* Attacks on students by other students are rampant. 1970, the | ate Judge Cragenbs
* Arson, chemical mace attacks, and possession of dangemassmates. A faculty member and a former Poly coed were acci-
weapons are on the increase. dentally killed in a sauna.
* Prostitution and pimping are widespread and open.
* Over 50% of Pol yds s op RAstmdurakirvestigationaavealgd thatdllthetcampus buddingsr u ¢
runs 30% daily. except the Girlo6s Gym, failed -
ments for earthquake safety. A
Principal Brooks responded,ofiThekeepiemssoseme shothdtbetieveéel
itds an exaggeration. We haffeasthqgoakepbableemssobweéer okye
reflects society at | ar ge. 1971)the BaardgphEducdtian vosed to demoblish ahe acadentic h a
l ems of the ghetto. o building immediately and replace it with low rise bungalows. Of
course, this never happened.
Teacher Jack Edmond spoke more bluntly. Alf one were to d

a facility deliberately designed to punish children, degrade tedatthe final years, Poly was used to test new educational pro-
ers, and retard educati on, grams. Tke®Swdent Diteced Gurriguluch SD®) gave thee rstudentsa
Demanding the firing of the teachers who signed the letter, 8G8e opportunity to study whatever struck their fancy. David

outraged students marched on the Board of Education. The teétmight recalled that students spent the day making fudge or cook-
agers carried placards whi cimgwhike atders wéuld playg with ddi HeybelidVvbs that SDC vas d
APi mps and Prostitutes on Sarfael tne BetbesePAyt OpSevederence:

president Gregory Burrell met with administrators and insistedd e mi ¢ di sci pl i ne. 0
that soul food be served for lunch, teachers be trained in Black
hi story, and Swahili c | as s e &ditbre Notfl haeera éed thoughis bfimg own abountiigpara m

race, but of education, 06 Bugrape) | tol d the press.



