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Alumni News Updates 

We hope all of the Polytechnic Alumni and their families are safe and 

sound and doing well in  

 

The Polytechnic Alumni Association is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization. 

All donations that are made to the association, are tax deductible. 

The association provides scholarships to deserving students graduating from 

the San Francisco High School District. Currently, we have been giving schol-

arships to deserving students from the smaller high schools within the San 

Francisco school District. 

Your support and donations are needed to continue our scholarship fund.  

Whatever amount you can afford will be greatly appreciated..  

Polytechnic Alumni Assn. 

1559-B Sloat Blvd.#141 

San Francisco, CA 94132  

If you have questions please contact: polyalumniassoc@gmail.com. 
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Even though the high schools have been compromised by COVID-19, it has 

always been our goal to help students further their education 

 

Plans For The Future 

 

We are planning other activities and projects to enhance Poly's  contribution 

for higher education and vocational arts to San Francisco as follows: 

 

* Pursuing possibilities of adding Polytechnic Way as a tribute to Polytechnic 

on Frederick Street.  This would not change the name of Frederick St, but be 

similar to Caesar Chavez way and Army St. 

 

* A connection has been established with Lowell and Washington High 

School Alumni Associations, and they were receptive in helping us in high-

lighting Polytechnic's contribution to education and its history of Polyôs suc-

cessful athletic programs in San Francisco! 

 

Trophy Search 

 

You may have heard we are searching for many long lost Poly athletic Cham-

pionship Trophies. There is a reward being offered for return of the trophies. 

If you have any information on them  

 

please contact: polyalumniassoc@gmail.com 
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Contributing to the History of Polytechnic High School  

by Bob Ross, Perennial Parrot Web Maste r  

Every once in a while, we receive emails from folks 

who have been searching the web for anything 

ñPolytechnic High Schoolò and have found our Peren-

nial Parrot web site. Usually they are looking for in-

formation about the history of the school or trying to 

get information and/or a graduation photo of a parent 

or grandparent who went to Poly. 

 

On February 6th of this year a young lady in San Luis 

Obispo, CA found the web site and we received the 

following email: 

 

Subject Line: I have Polytechnic annuals from 1910 

through 1913 

Hello Alumni, 

My grandfather attended Polytechnic, and the twice 

yearly annuals, ñThe Polytechnicò are fascinating. 

Photos, student art, and some really clever writing. 

Iôm clearing out old family stuff, and would love to 

send them to if youôd like to have them. 

Carol Tangeman, 

 

Upon reading the email I uttered these words é ñOH 

MY GODò! Which quickly brought Carolyn in to see 

what was going on. Needless to say, we both almost 

fell off our bar stools! 

 

Through several more emails, we offered to pay the 

postage, however, in the end she found they could be 

sent via book rate very cheap and proceeded to send 

them. She took great care in wrapping and packaging 

them for shipment. 

We are now, very proudly, in procession of the fol-

lowing Polytechnic annuals: 

1910 December 

1911 June & December 

1912 June & December 

1913 June & December 

What a MARVELOUS look back in time at the histo-

ry of our school. Of special interest is these annuals 

are from the years directly before and during the con-

struction of the Polytechnic High School we all re-

member. 

What now? First, we will be scanning the pages of 

these annuals into our computer archives and share 

them with our great Poly Research Group. And you 

will be seeing snippets of these annuals in coming 

newsletters. 

 

We greatly appreciate and thank Carol Tangeman of 

San Luis Obispo, CA for taking the time to find us and 

donate this wonderful piece of Polytechnic history to 

our group. 

 

Her grandfathers name is Harry Meyer, Class of Fall 

1913. Of note is the typo from the editors of his year-

book. They added an ñsò to his name oh the gradua-

tion picture, but nowhere else é only at POLY! 

 

HAIL POLY, LONG LIVE THY NAME  

NicknameðHarry, 
Favorite Sayingð(He shows no partiality.) 
Principal OccupationðYawning. 
Greatest talentðPlaying cornet. 



GRADUATING CLASS 
December, 1913 

Bradley H. Brown  `13 
 

     The present graduating class entered Poly on January 10, 1910. At that time it had about 

one hundred and thirty members, being then the largest class having entered for several years. 

Now it has twenty members. Of those only eleven were in the original; class. It is hard to im-

agine what can have become of them all; a few dropping out now and then may not be missed 

at the time, but it decreases the numbers. 

     The class got thru the Freshman and Sophomore years just as all other classes have done, 

and was organized in June, 1912, but did not get into running order until the following Septem-

ber.  Since then it has held meetings on Monday night every three weeks and the meetings have 

been very successful. We have given a Freshman Reception and a Senior  Pay Dance, besides 

several Sandwich Sales. If all goes well we intend to give an Invitational Dance at the end of 

this term. For this last term the officers were: Bradely Brown, president; Miss Klitgaard, vice-

president; Russell Esola, secretary; Miss Norstrom, treasurer; Harry Meyer, sergeant-at-arms. 

     Among our ranks we hold some highly notorious characters. Standing out prominently 

among these is Syd Slusher, who has the distinction of being the one and only person ever to 

ñget Miss McCueôs goat.ò Syd Johnson certainly knows how to please the ladies. Harry Meyer 

doesnôt care yet whether he pleases the ladies or not, but he will one of these days. Roy Ullrich 

is a German whale, and has had many victorious skirmishes with Doctor Hatch. McGuiness is 

an active member of the Cadets, and hopes to be a sure enough soldier some time. Bradley 

Brown is going to be foreman in a lathe factoryðif they will let him. The girls are well known 

for their accomplishments in dressmaking, copper work, and drawing. 

     Our class has not been particularly brilliant in athletics. Ullrich has distinguished himself in 

baseball and Rutler in track, but those are all. 

     On the whole, during our four years stay at Poly we have absorbed a great deal of 

knowledge and experience. We have seen Poly under three different administrations, and, 

while we are glad to have finished our courses, we donôt like the thought of leaving for good. 

BRADLEY BROWN 

NicknameðBrad. 
Favorite SayingðWell, Iôll tell you - 
Principal OccupationðTrying to keep order    
    at class meetings. 
Greatest TalentðAbility for getting ones. 
Beauty SpotðDimple in chin. 



BASKETBALL ON SKATES  

From the Spring 1912 Yearbook  

An innovation this basket-ball season was games on roller skates, played at the Coliseum skat-
ing rink. The first, Poly vs Trinity, resulted in a 23 to 14 score in our favor. The second was a 
tight game with Cogswell. The Cogswellites were sure they could beat us in the first half, but 
we picked up at the last and came out ahead é Poly, 16; Cogswell, 11. This evened up the de-
feat of the regulars in the first of the season. We were next defeated by Lowell in a very close 
game. Poly had things her way most of the time, but the Lowellites rallied toward the end and 
won the game. The next game was called April 30th, against Lick. During the game the uproar 
of the Lick rooters and the Coliseum hangers-on was mistaken by the umpire as coming from 
the Poly side, and he awarded Lick three points that should have gone to Poly. This made the 
score 21 to 20 in Lickôs favor. Poly decided to  
protest the game. 
 
The protest was awarded to Poly, and it was decided that another game be played.  This one 
was the fiercest of the season, and ended with another Poly victory, with a score of 7 to 8. 
Ralph MacDonald, our heavyweight star, was out of this game, on account of an injury to his 
knee, contracted in the first Lick game. His place at guard was taken by John Carroll, who 
played an excellent game, despite the fact that it was only his second attempt at roller basket-
ball. If this form of basket-ball is continued next year, Carroll will take a prominent place on 
the team. Lawrence MacDonald, recently from Lowell, who played in several of the games, 
was a first class forward. John Ore was the stellar player of this game, and shot all the field 
goals and foul shots in the game. Ore was the star player of the entire season, and deserves un-
stinted praise for his wonderful playing. His position was center in all of the games except the 
last one of the season against Wilmerding. This game resulted in a close score in favor of Wil-
merding, and relegated Polytechnic to second place in the League. Leone, of the regular team, 
was quite a ñwhaleò as forward. Hause and Nesbit played consistently as guards throughout 
the season. Collins and Goldman were subs. The latter was in the game on several occasions. 

 
 There is an attempt being made  
 to have roller basketball recog- 
 nized by the Amateur Atletic  
 League. We all hope the effort  
 will be successful. The line-up  
 on skates was as follows: Mac 
 Donald, f; Leone, f; Ore, c;  
 Hause, g; Nesbit, g. Collins  
 and Goldman, subs. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This was a gag picture. Mr. Lombardi of English 
wasn't REALLY chastising me-this was part of a 
funny story for the Parrot. 

 

 

 

 

Block P on a visit to United HQ at the airport. I 
was a member of Block P even though I was an 
unathletic nerd, because I was the team photogra-
pher for the track team. I was also the Manager, 
which meant I got to gather up all the jockstraps 
from the floor and toss them in the laundry. That 
was okay with me-outside the locker room, people 
thought I was a REAL Block P member. 

 

 

Real nerds at work building rockets (without 
adult supervision) at the Randall Jr. Museum. 
Fred Stark (who eventually became a traitor and 
taught physics at Lowell) was at the lathe and I 
was looking at the camera. The short guy's name 
was Tony Kameen, and I don't remember where 
he was from. 

 

 

 

S.F. Record setting jump of 6'4 1/2" around 1957. 
Unfortunately, I don't remember the athlete's 
name.. 

 

 

Photographs And Description Provided By Former Photographer For the Polytechnic Journals 

tƘƻǘƻǎ ¢ŀƪŜƴ ŀōƻǳǘ мфрс-рт 



 

Even those who have lived in San Francisco for years know surprisingly little about the Cityôs intriguing 
past. This collection of information, located on the Internet and organized roughly by year, will clarify 
some of the most interesting parts.  Most of the good stuff happened between 1846 and 1900. 

 

 

Now in the heart of Chinatown.   The first public square of Yerba Buena. Where Montgomery landed 
his ship, near what is now the Transamerica Building, in 1846 to raise the U.S. flag. Where the discovery 
of gold was announced in 1848.  Source: Wikipedia Commons 

Calle de la Fundacion (Spanish for ñStreet of the Foundingò), the oldest street in San Francisco, was 
first roughly laid out in October 1835 by Alcalde (Mayor) Francisco de Haro, He did so by marking up-
on the ground a simple street he called La Calle de la Fundacion (Foundation Street and now Grant 
Ave).  It started at the sand hills near the present corner of Kearny and Pine streets and ran in a north-
easterly direction toward North Beach and ended at Telegraph Hill. Following the Mexican-American 
War (1846-1848) Calle de la Fundacion was renamed Dupont Street in honor of a Naval admiral from 
the USS Portsmouth.   The Saloon, San Franciscoôs oldest existing bar, opened in 1861 approximately 1 
block north of Broadway at what is now 1232 Grant Ave. 

The name of the southern end of Dupont Street was changed to Grant Avenue in the late 1870ôs or early 
ó80ôs.   When San Francisco was rebuilt after being leveled in the 1906 earthquake Dupont Street was 
upgraded and renamed Grant Avenue after President Ulysses S. Grant. 

https://www.yelp.com/biz/the-saloon-san-francisco
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grant_Avenue



